
Check out our cultural institutions—free for a year! 
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If you haven’t signed up for your IDNYC yet, make an appointment 
now by calling 311 or visiting nyc.gov/idnyc. The card is free, and it 
grants you free annual memberships at 40 cultural institutions 
across the city—including five in Staten Island!  

Among the institutions offering free membership is the Staten Is-
land Museum, which expanded last year to a beautiful Greek Reviv-
al building at historic Snug Harbor. I encourage all of my constitu-
ents to check out the newly expanded museum (visit statenisland-
museum.org), and all of our local cultural institutions. Budget vic-
tory: To ensure that our local cultural institutions can thrive, I se-
cured $4.8 million for them in the City Council’s 2016 budget! 

Bringing your tax dollars back home 

As a member of the City Council’s Budget Negotiating Team, 
I am proud to have secured more than a dozen initiatives in 
the 2016 Budget, including the following: 

 Cleanup NYC. I have designated the Department of Sani-
tation and two local nonprofits to clean our streets and 
vacant lots as part of this expanded Council initiative.  

 Juvenile Mental Health. I sponsored this initiative to ad-
dress the mental health needs of court-involved and fos-
ter system youth to prevent tragedies committed by peo-
ple whose symptoms were never addressed.  

 Beating Hearts. Under this initiative, I have brought auto-
mated external defibrillators to four local nonprofits.  

 Senior services. Two initiatives provide funding to eight 
local nonprofits to improve the health of older adults, 
while a third initiative will eventually create Staten Is-
land's first Naturally Occurring Retirement Community. 

For a complete list, visit debirose.nyc and click “news.” The 
FY17 Budget season is upon us! Applications for funding are 
available at council.nyc.gov (select `Budget’). For deadline infor-
mation and more details, visit debirose.nyc and sign up for my 
weekly email newsletter.  

 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 

Unprecedented number  
of roads repaved  
Whether you drive, take the bus or ride a bike, 

you know that additional road resurfacings are 

badly needed throughout the city. My own 

experiences on the road attest to the fact that 

this is not just a quality of life issue, but also a 

public safety and economic issue. I am happy 

to report that we have paved more lane miles 

in the past year than we have in decades. See 

Page 3 for a full list of streets that were milled 

and paved last fall alone!  

There’s more to come! As Deputy Majority 

Leader and member of the Council’s Budget 

Negotiating Team, I fought to repave even 

more lane miles. This fiscal year, we will repave 

160 lane miles in Staten Island, and in 2017, 

we will repave 205 miles—a substantial in-

crease over the target of 120 miles paved in 

our borough in previous years.  In the mean-

time, if you see a pothole that needs filling or 

other dangerous road condition, please call my 

office at 718-556-7370, and I will forward the 

request to the Department of Transportation.  

UPGRADES FOR NORTH SHORE PARKS 

From Grandview to Stapleton,  
greener spaces for children to play! 
Great news for children and park lovers of all ages! Stapleton Playground has 

been added to the list of North Shore parks—De Matti, Grandview, Levy and 

McDonald—receiving a total redesign as part of the mayor’s Community Parks 

Initiative. We held visioning sessions for the first four parks last spring, and we 

are now moving to the procurement phase. Now, Stapleton is next! The initiative 

also includes targeted improvements for Faber Park, Liotti-Ikefugi Playground, Lt. 

Lia Park, Markham Playground, Luis Lopez Park, Sobel Court Park, Skyline Play-

ground and Terrace Playground.  

Even more still to come! I have secured funding for 

capital improvements at Grandview Playground, 

the North Shore Esplanade, Mahoney Playground, 

tennis courts and a perimeter fence at Walker Park, 

and a new plaza park at Richmond Terrace and Van 

Name/Van Pelt. These projects move slower than I 

would like, but the funding is in place, and the de-

sign and construction are moving forward.   

These are investments in the health and well-being 

of our families. Children thrive when they have 

places to run, play and enjoy all that childhood has 

to offer! 

 
 

 

 Better planning for a better future! 

 

It’s been decades since anyone has taken a comprehensive look at bus service 

across our borough. With your help, the MTA is doing just that: taking a shore-

to-shore look at bus service, using GPS data from the buses, ridership statistics 

and, most importantly, your input. The MTA has held three forums on Staten 

Island. I hope all of my constituents who commute were able to attend. If you 

were not able to attend one of the forums, I still encourage you to send me 

your feedback, which I will use in my own discussions with the MTA. To take 

my short survey, visit surveymonkey.com/r/R5WXMCX 

Is the MTA going your way? 

 

A new emergency department for RUMC 
RUMC is moving forward with plans to triple the size of its emer-
gency department. For more on this 39,000-square-foot facility, 
visit rumcsi.org. In addition, I helped secure funds for surgical ta-
bles and intensive care beds at RUMC. Together, these ensure that 
we are preparing for our future.  

 

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED 

City creates Department of Veterans Services 
Our city is home to nearly a quarter million men and women who 
have put their lives on the line to protect our freedoms—that’s 
the equivalent of half the population of Staten Island. In the past 
two years, we have quadrupled funding for the Mayor’s Office of 
Veterans’ Affairs, and in that time, we have helped more than 
1,800 previously homeless veterans find permanent housing and 
placed nearly 2,300 veterans and their spouses in jobs. Last year I 
cosponsored a bill that created a Department of Veterans Ser-
vices, to expand upon the work done by the Mayor’s Office of Vet-
erans Affairs.  For more information, visit nyc.gov/veterans.  
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Check out more inside! 

I was recently asked what one thing would make Staten Island better, and 

the answer was simple: planning, planning, planning! The opening of the Ver-

razano-Narrows Bridge in 1964 ushered in an era of haphazard growth, more 

than doubling our population in the last 50 years. What has this given us? 

Painfully long commutes, crowded schools and hospitals, and disillusionment. 

As your councilmember, I am working to change this every day. Smart plan-

ning with additional mass transit options would go a long way toward improv-

ing our quality of life. As Deputy Majority Leader, I have made a lot of progress 

in the last year! In this newsletter, I want to share with you some of the pro-

gress we have made, as well as some of the challenges that lie ahead. 

 
 To promote love of reading, I have partnered 

with H.E.A.L.T.H. for Youths, SI Makerspace and 
the Parks Department to place a Little Free Li-
brary in Lt. Lia Park. This nationwide concept is 
simple: take a book, leave a book. We also have 
Little Free Libraries outside the Unitarian Church 
of Staten Island in New Brighton, inside the 120 
Precinct in St. George, and at Markham Gardens 
in West Brighton—and one coming soon to Jer-
sey Street. Where should the next one go?  

 
Have you seen our Little Free Libraries? 

Free legal consultations, twice weekly in my office 
Every Tuesday, Attorney Erick Myssura provides immigration law 
consultations. In Fiscal Year 2015, he helped nearly 90 people com-
plete their applications to become citizens. In addition, on Fridays, 
Attorney Shawn Malachovsky sees clients on general legal matters. 
To schedule an appointment with either attorney, please call my 
office at 718-556-7370.   

News from 

Councilwoman Debi Rose 

Save the date: Celebrate 
black history with me, 
Feb. 26! Details inside! 

What one thing would  
make Staten Island better?  
See my answer inside  



 

BUILDING A BETTER NORTH SHORE 
Transportation upgrades as North Shore Renaissance moves forward!  

 

Bayonne Bridge 

Raise the Road-

way.  This project, 

currently under 

way, will accom-

modate newer, more efficient vessels to our ports. Wider lanes, new 

shoulders, and median safety dividers will upgrade the bridge to 

contemporary standards. A bikeway and walkway will make travel-

ing the bridge easier for all of us. For more info on this project and 

associated road closures, and any concerns you may have as a resi-

dent, visit panynj.gov/bridges-tunnels/bayonne-bridge.html. 

 

 

The North Shore suffered a devastating loss when the Cromwell 

Center collapsed in 2010. Rebuilding remains a high priority of 

mine. In 2013, I secured $700,000 for a feasibility study—a neces-

sary first step before advancing to the design process. A  consult-

ant has identified three possible sites: Goodhue Park in New 

Brighton, the site of the soon-to-be-relocated Sanitation Garage 

in Tompkinsville and Lyons Pool in St. George. I've made no secret 

that Lyons Pool is my first preference, but I look forward to re-

viewing the final results and working with the city and the com-

munity to rebuild this center as soon as possible. 

Do you miss Cromwell as much as I do? Here’s what I’m doing to bring it back …  
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INVESTING IN OUR YOUTH 

Our budget will make a real difference  
in the lives of our children 

 
 

My commitment to keeping our streets safe 
Our crime prevention efforts are most successful when elected officials, law enforcement and the com-
munity work together. Since the tragic death of Eric Garner in 2014, our efforts to build and maintain 
these relationships have intensified. Together, we can keep our streets safe:  

 Additional officers on our streets. In this year’s budget, we have added 1,700 police officers, many of 
whom patrol our streets with a focus on connecting with the community. I support this model, and I 
look forward to working with them in the coming year. Look for these neighborhood coordinating 
officers (NCOs) on the beat! 

 Community initiatives. Last summer, a handful of North Shore residents decided to do something to 
prevent crime. Three nights a week, they occupied a different block. Conversations and camaraderie, 
once an important part of evening life, returned, crime receded and friendships were made! 

 Police-community connections. The NYPD on Staten Island kicked off last summer with “Finest Fri-
days,” featuring the popular NYPD rock wall and other activities for children. These Friday night 
events consistently resulted in no major incidents of crime.  

I want to thank all those who give their time and energy to keep our neighborhoods safe! 

 

Police-community relations is more than a buzzword. It 
means a real relationship between the community and the 
NYPD, and I’m proud to have that here on the North Shore! 

 

Roads repaved. Since July 1, we have paved much of Bay and Targee Streets, as well as por-

tions of the following roads, with even more to come this year! This builds upon work recently 

completed in St. George, West Brighton, Port Richmond, Mariners Harbor and Arlington.  

 
HOV Lanes. The Staten Island Expressway is an important connection for 

Staten Island commuters, myself included. I know the ongoing construction 

tested our patience, but last fall’s opening of the new HOV lane is a wel-

come addition to our transportation network. The lane will help ease con-

gestion on our expressway while encouraging people to carpool and use 

mass transit. This milestone marks substantial completion of a $118.5 mil-

lion project to improve access and mobility for the more than 157,000 mo-

torists who use the expressway each day. Looking ahead: In 2017, we ex-

pect to have a seamless carpool lane from the Staten Island Expressway 

across the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel! 

 

 

Goethals Bridge.  The Port Authority is build-
ing a new bridge just south of the existing 
bridge. By 2018, we expect to have  

 three 12-foot-wide lanes in each direction 
replacing the current two 10-foot-wide 
lanes 

 12-foot-wide outer shoulders and 5-foot-wide inner shoulders 

 a 10-foot-wide sidewalk/bikeway  

 a central corridor to accommodate potential transit service 

For more info, visit panynj.gov/bridges-tunnels/goethals-bridge-replacement.html 

 

 

 

 

 

North Shore rapid transit. 

Lack of funding for the North 

Shore bus rapid transit line 

left a significant transporta-

tion gap that threatened to 

impede the North Shore Re-

naissance. Our years of relentless advocacy to the MTA are starting to pay off, with the 

agency finally funding $5 million for preliminary work on bus rapid transit from Mariners 

Harbor to St. George, a critical link to the future growth of Staten Island. For my constituents 

today, this is a necessity, not an amenity! I thank all who have joined me in this fight, and I 

look forward to the day when this transit line meets the ever-growing needs of our borough.  

 

          Stay in the loop! Log on to debirose.nyc and sign up for my weekly e-newsletter! 

 all public libraries open six days a week 

 additional after-school programs 

 breakfast in the classroom 

Downtown Staten Island Renaissance.  

Ground has broken on the New York Wheel 

and Empire Outlets—which will include a 

15,000-square-foot artisanal food market 

run by the Gansevoort Market team. This 

year, construction begins on Lighthouse 

Point, a retail, residential and hotel complex 

southeast of the ferry terminal. My negotia-

tions included securing a $1 million traffic mitigation fund, a portion of 

which is now being used to develop an area traffic plan. 

Looking ahead to the coming year ... 
In addition to the issues highlighted throughout this newsletter, I have several additional 

priorities for the coming year, including: 

 Housing. As the city seeks to rezone a portion of the North Shore to provide housing 

opportunities for all Staten Islanders, I am working to ensure that any proposed re-

zoning provides additional options and affordability for all Staten Islanders.  

 Education. My vision for the New Brighton “castle site” includes a pre-K–14 educa-

tional complex. As property owners and the city sort out legal issues, I am in discus-

sions with Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña to make this vision a reality. In addi-

tion, I have secured funding for athletic field upgrades at Port Richmond High 

School and am working to restore a gifted and talented program to the North Shore.   

 Winter events. Join me to celebrate Black History Month, Friday, Feb. 26, at St. 

Philip’s Baptist Church, where our honorees will include the 369th Veterans Associa-

tion and others. For information on my Women in History event in March, visit de-

birose.nyc and sign up for my e-newsletter.  

 

Many New Yorkers juggle work respon-

sibilities while also acting as a caregiver 

for family members. On Jan. 5, Mayor 

de Blasio signed into law a bill that I 

sponsored that prohibits employment 

discrimination based on caregiver sta-

tus. I introduced this landmark bill and 

fought for nearly two years to have it 

passed, because I firmly believe that no 

worker should be fired or punished at 

work for fulfilling important familial 

obligations. 

My landmark bill for  
caregivers becomes law! 

Last June, my colleagues and I crafted a budget that invests in the next generation 

of New Yorkers. As Deputy Majority Leader and a member of the Council’s Budget 

Negotiating Team, I fought hard to secure several items, including: 

 year-round youth employment program 

 nearly $1 million for technology in our classrooms 

 new track and field at the College of Staten Island 
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Keep up to date with these developments! 

    @CMDebiRose         CouncilwomanDebiRose 


