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News from 

Councilwoman Debi Rose 

We are nearing the end of a months-long democratic process in which local residents directly decide how to spend $1 million of taxpayer  

funds. The following are ballot items selected by you and your neighbors. During the week of March 30 to April 7, all North Shore residents 

can vote, online or in person, for their favorite projects. The winner(s) will be funded in the Fiscal Year 2020 budget. Visit debirose.nyc/pb. 

Spring 2019 

Every year, I invite all residents to join me 

for a celebration of Black history in Febru-

ary and Women’s history in March. I take 

the opportunity to not only reflect on histo-

ry but to honor Staten Islanders who are 

making a difference.  

During my celebration of Black History 

Month, I honored literacy advocate 

Rosalind Diaz, criminal justice reform advo-

cate Sheree Goode, entrepreneur Sean 

White, domestic violence advocate Obiageli 

Okafor and Friends of Mariners Harbor 

Parks.  

We also remembered those whom we lost 

in the last year, including William A. Morris, 

Jr., Arthur “DJ Baby Smooth” Hall, Law-

rence Fisher and Joseph Gumbs. And we 

honored two “Staten Island firsts:” our first 

African American Assembly Member and 

first Muslim elected official, Charles D. Fall, 

and our first African American and first 

female Public Administrator, Edwina F. 

Martin.  

At my March 28 celebration of Women’s 

History Month, I will honor several commu-

nity leaders, including Shawn Landry, Direc-

tor of the College of Staten Island’s Liberty 

Partnerships Program, and Aileen Chumard 

Fuchs, President and CEO of Snug Harbor 

Cultural Center & Botanical Garden.  

Community activist Veronica Gambon will 

receive the Marjorie Garvin Community 

Service Award, and Pryde Smith will receive 

my new Emerging Leader Award, which 

recognizes the good work being done by 

young North Shore residents.  

 

Honoring North Shore residents who make a difference 

An update on what is happening in your neighborhood ... 

STEM Carts in Schools: STEM mobile labs for 

PS 78, PS 20, Port Richmond HS, PS 18, PS 16, 

PS 22; Disaster preparedness package for PS 

22. 

Upgrade Jones Woods Park: Renovations to 

park; trail restoration. 

Reconstruct Picnic Area in Clove Lakes: Re-

moval and reconstruction of picnic area, 10 

picnic tables and associated elements in 

Clove Lakes Park. 

McKee Fragrance Lab and Hydroponic Labs: 

McKee students will learn to make colognes 

and perfumes; hydroponic labs for agricultur-

al and emergency preparedness program. 

Community Garden at Cassidy Senior Center: 

Community Garden with raised beds and 

seating area to bring in fresh food for seniors. 

Trench Restoration on North Shore: Repair 

and remove outdated rotten bracing be-

neath the roads to prevent road collapse. 

Gerard Carter Center Playground Enhance-

ment: The playground needs rubber padding 

on the ground near swing sets and basketball 

courts. 

Real Time Passenger Bus Arrival Sign: MTA 

BusTime signs can be placed in areas to as-

sist people with limited access to 

smartphones.  

St. George Traffic Safety Improvements: 

Installing new pedestrian signals and cross-

walks to enhance safety for commuters go-

ing to St. George Terminal. 

Mariner's Harbor Houses Community Garden 

Repairs: Repair or replace fencing around 

community garden plots and prepare area to 

install composting equipment. 

Basketball Court at Faber Park: Construction 

of basketball court at Faber Park; $700,000 

invested; project would still need $1.24 mil-

lion to complete. 

Tompkinsville Area Safety Improvements: 

Creation of a new crosswalk at Bay St and 

Minthorne St with a pedestrian island; con-

crete median strips to calm traffic. 

The choice is yours! VOTE March 30—April 7. See details below!  

We will have several polling sites across the North Shore, including Curtis High School, McKee High School, every North Shore library and 

more. You can also vote online! Visit debirose.nyc/pb for more info on polling locations or a link to vote online.  

 
Bay Street Corridor update 

We remain in the public review pro-

cess for a rezoning of the Bay Street 

corridor, connecting Tompkinsville 

and Stapleton.  

Since before this process formally 

began, every public statement and 

every private conversation I have had 

regarding this rezoning has begun and 

ended with our infrastructure needs, 

from Cromwell to school seats to sew-

ers and everything in between.  The 

North Shore needs infrastructure in-

vestments, and I will be negotiating 

for them in the weeks ahead.  

With necessary investments, this re-

zoning presents a once-in-a-

generation opportunity for forward-

thinking planning and investment — 

as well as affordable and market-rate 

housing — and I look forward to 

working on behalf of my constituents 

on a rezoning that meets our current 

and future needs. Learn more at  

debirose.nyc/baystreet.  

Great transportation news for the 

North Shore: Starting next year, a 

fast ferry will link St. George with 

Battery Park City, continuing to 

West 39th Street.  

Our years of advocacy paid off with 

this newest addition to our ongo-

ing North Shore Renaissance. Travelers to Man-

hattan’s West Side now have a new option, a water-

borne route that will take more people out of the cars 

and buses that congest our highways and add to pol-

lutants to the air. 

 Fast ferry to connect  

St. George to Midtown 

Fast ferry • New parks and open space • School news • Help your neighbors spend $1 million • and more!  

As chair of the Council’s Youth Services Committee, I will again 

fight to fund summer youth programs and expand the Summer 

Youth Employment Program—fights that I led and won last year.   

In addition, I have co-chaired several hearings to exercise over-

sight over programs, including the city’s Interagency Coordinating 

Council for Youth and the juvenile justice system.  

The Council’s Education Committee held an oversight hearing on 

special education, where I asked the administration a slew of 

questions about delays in implementing IEPs, protocols for mov-

ing students out of borough and practices for aging out. If you 

need assistance with this issue, please call my office at 718-556-

7370. 

Youth Services Committee Chair 
Fighting for the next generation 

The MTA is rolling out technology here on Staten Island that will 

save us time and give us more options for how, when and where 

we pay. One Metro New York, or OMNY, means no more swiping 

on the bus, and no more waiting in lines to refill your card.  

Starting in May, you will be able to use a contactless card or your 

own smart device to tap and board all Staten Island buses and at 4/ 

5/6 subway lines between Grand Central-42 St and Atlantic Av-

Barclays Ctr. Pay-per-ride fares will be available with OMNY in 

May. Over the coming months, OMNY will expand to include re-

duced fares, time-based passes and more. 

You can keep using your current payment method while the new 

system is phased in over several years. 

 

 

Farewell to filling + swiping Metrocards  
Board all SI buses faster starting in May 



What’s new in our schools? 

 

@CMDebiRose 

CouncilwomanDebiRose   

CMDebiRose 

Keep up to date with neighborhood 

news. Visit debirose.nyc to sign up 

for my enewsletter. Or connect with 

me on social media 

Plans for a new $2.4 million  
Luis Lopez Park under way 
Last year, I secured $2.4 million to reconstruct 

Luis Lopez Park in Park Hill. Following a visioning 

session that included local residents and students 

from PS 57, the Parks Department recently un-

veiled its design, which includes adult fitness 

equipment, playgrounds for children of all ages, 

basketball courts with bleachers, water foun-

tains, comfort stations, bike racks, new trees and 

more.  

This project is now in the procurement phase, 

which should be complete by October 2019. We 

hope to see construction conclude by April 2021. 

Van Name/Pan Pelt Park takes shape 
We’re aiming for a November opening!  
Construction is well under way on Staten Island’s first waterfront 

plaza, linking the neighborhood to the water with a pedestrian 

friendly streetscape, a woodland path, a gathering terrace and an 

overlook to take in harbor views. Historical maps of Staten Island’s 

North Shore will be placed throughout the plaza.  

I grew up along the North Shore waterfront, and my vision has 

always been to open up our waterfront so that more people could 

enjoy its beauty. This was a special site for Staten Islanders genera-

tions ago, and my hope is that it once again becomes a site for 

people to enjoy panoramic views of our harbor. When this park 

opens, it will offer Staten Islanders a place to relax and enjoy views 

local wildlife and the many ships traversing the Kill Van Kull.  

 A continuous greenway 
I spent World Read Aloud Day with the young students at PS 

68 in Port Richmond. We had a fun time reading, and I was 

pleased to learn that students there begin their day with yo-

ga! Brain Power Wellness is their mantra, teaching children 

that physical and mental brain breaks lead to social and emo-

tional wellness. In between readings, we did some breathing 

exercises together — led by students!   

I also visited Curtis High School, Lavelle 

Prep and PS 21 during Black History Month 

to celebrate with students the too often 

overlooked contributions African Ameri-

cans have made in our country. At each 

school, I shared with students a little about 

my own journey from growing up in West 

Brighton to serving in elected office. It is 

always a pleasure to take questions from 

young people. My message to them is al-

ways to “dream big,” and follow through 

by putting in the work necessary to make 

those dreams come true. I hope all of you 

will join me in encouraging young people in 

your life to do the same!  

One of the reasons I sought elected office was to allevi-

ate overcrowding in our schools. I am proud to say we 

have opened and expanded several schools (PS 59, PS 

68 and an annex to Curtis High School) in the North 

Shore, and we are also in the midst of preparing to build 

a brand new school at 357 Targee Street! The Leon 

D. DeMatteis Construction Corporation has been select-

ed as the general contractor for the 773-seat school, 

which is anticipated to open in September 2022. 

It has always been my vision to have a continuous greenway 

from the Verrazzano to the Goethals bridges. As you can see on 

this page, we are taking steps toward making that a reality. We 

have more waterfront access than we have had in a generation, 

with more to come.  

In addition to the parks we have opened and those under way, 

we recognize the importance of linking our new waterfront in-

vestments such as the plaza at Lighthouse Point and the New 

Stapleton Waterfront. NYCEDC has retained an engineering con-

sultant to design an esplanade linking those attractions. A fu-

ture esplanade will make even more of our waterfront accessi-

ble, enjoyable and safe for pedestrians and cyclists.  

In addition, Atlantic Salt Inc. plans to complete its ongoing multi

-year demolition project this year of the abandoned buildings 

on Richmond Terrace. Atlantic Salt is working with Gerardi's 

Market and city officials to evaluate options for constructing 

greenhouses to bring the market use back to the north side of 

Richmond Terrace. 

New open space in Stapleton—upland and on the waterfront 

In order to ensure greater open space for all 

residents of Stapleton, we’re nearing com-

pletion of a $8.2 million renovation of Sta-

pleton Park AND plans are being developed 

for seven additional acres of open space on 

the Stapleton Waterfront.  

Though design is still under way, the north-

ern end of the site will likely include an es-

planade/walkway, restrooms, a “grand 

stair” elevated feature with seating/flexible 

use space, sports courts (basketball, volley-

ball, bocce, pickleball) and a large plaza/

lawn.  

On the southern end, we are looking to in-

clude an esplanade/walkway, a dog park, 

BBQ and picnic area, large playground and 

swingset, and public art.  

Strengthening our  

Castleton Avenue  

business corridor 

 

Update from City Hall Empire Outlets open April 18!  

Shoppers, are you ready? The Empire Outlets 

are planning a ribbon cutting and “sneak 

peak” shopping experience on April 17, with 

many stores opening to the public on April 18. 

The project includes a new parking garage and 

lots of public space. I hope you’ll come check 

it out!  

What is new in YOUR school? Send me a note at drose@council.nyc.gov, and I will 

feature your news in my weekly enewsletter? Be sure to include a photo or two, and 

please mark the subject line “new in my school”!  

More than a dozen Castleton Avenue small 

businesses are working together with my 

office, NYC Small Business Services and the 

Staten Island Business Outreach Center to 

create a more vibrant commercial corridor 

along Castleton Avenue between Bard and 

Bement avenues. Following their initial 

meetings, the merchants have already 

worked with my office and city agencies to add new bicycle racks, repaint crosswalks and place 

additional wastebaskets along the corridor.  

Our small businesses are a true asset to our borough, and we know that when they work togeth-

er, they create a synergy that helps each one of them thrive while also uplifting the neighborhood 

as a whole. I’m pleased to be working with Castleton Avenue merchants to boost the profile of 

this vibrant corridor. 

Having spent much of my career working with at-risk youth, I have to say that 

speaking to and encouraging young people is one of my favorite parts of my job as 

Council member. Here are a few photos and updates from our schools!  

As part of our mission to make our city 

a fairer one for all New Yorkers, the 

following is a summary of legislation 

we have recently passed:  

 A package of bills to increase safety 

on the Department of Education’s 

school bus system, including a re-

quirement that all school buses be 

equipped with a two-way communi-

cation device and GPS tracking de-

vices. 

 A package of bills to help the for-

hire vehicle industry, including legis-

lation that will require a task force 

to study taxicab medallion values, 

financial education for drivers, driv-

er assistance centers and the crea-

tion of an office to address issues of 

racism and discrimination. 

 A package of bills that aims to 

address the unique issues facing 

veterans, including the creation 

of resource centers in all five 

boroughs that provide counsel-

ing services. 

 A bill mandating anti-bullying 

outreach and a bill creating an 

office of data analytics. 

Looking ahead, the Council is work-

ing on a  package of bills intended to 

crack down on the abuse of City-issued 

parking permits, and address danger-

ous parking practices associated with 

placards, including blocking bike and 

bus lanes, crosswalks, sidewalks, 

and fire hydrants. I know this is a fre-

quent complaint on the North Shore, 

and my hope is that these bills will 

make navigating our City easier and 

more efficient. 

Also, Council Speaker Corey Johnson 

has unveiled a proposal for municipal 

control of our transit system, as well as 

a master plan for city streets, transit 

signal priority for all bus routes and 

other measures to make it easier to 

move around our city.  

 

 

 Get ready to shop!  


